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Promoting the Spread of the Fishery Improvement Project (FIP) and Examining
and Analyzing the Issues
Associated with Implementing the International Fishery Resources
Certification System in Japan

Hiroshi Ohta, Faculty of International Research and Education, Yasuhiro Sanada,
Organization for Regional and Inter-regional Studies, Waseda University/ Ocean Outcomes / Seafood Legacy

@ With the upcoming 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games, for which Japan
will aim to achieve “sustainable procurement,” there has been
rising interest in the certification of marine products by third-
parties, such as the MSC. On the other hand, our country currently
has only two MSC certified fisheries, and this is not expected to
increase dramatically in the foreseeable future.

@Faced with this situation, the FIP (Fisheries Improvement Project)
will be implemented on a trial basis in three model regions for the
first time in Japan to evaluate fisheries based on MSC certification
standards, in an effort to bring them up to MSC certifiable
standards. Through this project, we will examine and analyze the
issues associated with implementing a third-party certification
system for marine products in Japan. We will also examine other
FIP and fishery resources certification models that may be
applicable in the country.

Yagishiri Island,
Hokkaido
1. Area: Remote island
2. Fishery: Coastal
fishing from small
fishing boats
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Conduct and manage research
and policy recommendations,
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Conduct research
and analysis and
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research results

Collaborate for
research

Marketing and outreach,

@ Details of Activities

1.Discussions with people involved and stakeholder
mapping

Hold discussions with people involved in the three
model regions, and build a consensus with the aim of
implementing the FIP, including a look into what is to
be aimed for in the future for the region.

2.Survey of resources management status

A survey will be carried out on the FIP-targeted
resources and their management in the model
regions to ascertain their current status and issues.
3.Laying down the FIP plan and executing it

In regions where a consensus has been reached, the
FIP plan will be laid down and executed.
4.Cultivating markets

In regions where the FIP makes progress, initiatives
will be implemented to cultivate markets for the
future through, e.g., matchmaking with distributors.
5.ldentifying the issues surrounding the
implementation of the FIP / international fishery
resources certification system

Effective way of conveying the merits to people in the
fishing industry, how to build consensus among
diverse stakeholders in accordance with fishing
methods and etc.

Nachikatsuura-cho,
Wakayama Pref.
1. Area: General region
2. Method: Longline
fishing

Funabashi City Chiba
Pref.
1. Area: Urban
2. Method: Small
round haul netting
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