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Promoting Awareness for Measures against lllegal Logging through the
Spread of “Fair Wood”

Kimihiko Hyakumura, Institute of Tropical Agriculture, Kyushu University
FoE Japan, International Environmental NGO / The Global Environmental Forum

Background and Objectives of

] Research/Activities L Implementation System

Background
= The Japanese Clean Wood Act was enacted in May 2016. However,

research results
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I because it is only a law intended to promote the use of legal wood, ! I ‘ S |
| the implementing of due diligence (DD) is voluntary, leaving a ! 1- e :
' loophole for illegally logged timber to find its way onto the market in ! discusslon version € ‘

Japan.

| |

I =To maximize the effectiveness of the new law, companies procuring ! : - :
| wood must have the right knowhow, and implement robust m : |
| countermeasures. ) § |
| Objectives | | U - ‘
1 (1) Raising awareness for illegal logging and DD among individuals. | | = publicand |
| (2) Raising awareness for measures against illegal logging and the || |2 treining seming |
1 need for DD among companies. 1 !
| (3) Identifying and supporting companies actively promoting the i !
1 elimination of illegally logged timber. ! I J
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Targeting a wide range of companies procuring wood, (1) courses and public seminars will be held and (2) questionnaire surveys will
be carried out among interested people and a wide range of companies to boost understanding and awareness for illegal logging
countermeasures and DD among individuals and companies.

Questionnaire survey on

| Course/Open seminar held | timber-related businesses

= Third course held in workshop format (17 Jan)

- Open symposium held at Waseda University (17 Apr) - Questionnaire survey was conducted on timber-related

businesses (mainly mid-stream and downstream businesses),
concerning their awareness of illegal logging/”clean wood”
laws, current status of illegal logging countermeasures, etc.
(Valid responses: 125 companies)
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| <Results> :
. +Course: 15 participants were put through a DD |
1 simulation through group work (risk assessment !
: and mitigation). The training contributed to <Results> :
,  improving understanding of illegal logging and DD - There is circulation, albeit of a small amount, of imported timber of
1 atan individual level. Scene from workshop unknown origins. I
: -Open symposium: 123 participants (maximum _ - Among timber/timber products handled by businesses, 1/3 were cases :
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quota). The symposium comprised an explanatory where the possibility of illegality is indeterminable/unknown.

session by the Forestry Agency and introduction to - About half of the businesses have not established any policy for the

initiatives by corporations (Type | and Type Il procurement of timber.

businesses). A discussion was also carried out on = About half of the businesses are not aware of the contents of laws.

what can be done, and what should be done by - In cases where there is a possibility of the inclusion of illegal timber,

individuals toward the quality and effective more than 1/3 of the businesses take proactive measures, including

enforcement of law. DD processes.

= There are many businesses that seek information on verifying
legality/information about timber.

Scene from symposium

= The course contributed to improvements in understanding among a small but elite

group of interested parties. = Currently, there is inadequate verification of legal timber/

- In addition to Company M, support was also provided by several other companies implementation of DD

in the form of advice toward building DDS, etc. » A certain number of businesses are attempting to implement
—Meaningful in the sense of reaching out to potentially interested parties progressive measures.

- The open symposium functioned effectively as a space for discussing CW method. *There is inadequate information about DD/verifying legality.
—Meaningful in the sense of providing a space for engaging in continuous - Ideal opportunity to introduce businesses to effective DD processes

discussions on many and promote the adoption of such processes.

_______ Future Plans o e o e

timber-related businesses.

}
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! * In the next three years, with support from the Forestry Agency, there is an extremely high level of interest in the CW method among
: * From the perspective of civil society, it is very meaningful to continue providing precise and attentive support.



