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Research and Practical Activities for a Cooperative Model
between Rural and Urban Areas Aimed at Reclaiming / W=BR¥DGE

Preserving ldle Farm Land

Masayuki Nakayama, Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology
Odawara / Sakawa River Basin Branch, Emerging and Collaborative Regional Innovation Center

.= ODbjective

The objective of this project Is to validate a new agrisocial business model
through wide regional civic participation involving collaboration between
urbanites and farms directly owned and operated by ruralites. The target
community Is Idle mikan farm land in Odawara, Kanagawa Prefecture, which
served the inspiration for the children’s nursery rhyme called “The hill where @E&&s
the flower of an orange blooms.” This project will establish a widely regional & & >
and emergent model of management that links the commitment of local people g

to protect their mikan culture with the interest urbanites have In experiencing '
natural farming on land with verdant natural scenery.

mm Background and Hypothesis for Solutions

:ﬁ%mﬁﬂﬁﬁgﬁmﬁx a Challenges posed by reclaiming/preserving idle farm land

manunfadurme tosakes

+ (zaln experience m bugness creation
throuwsh mnteraction with people 1nade
and outside thelocal commmmity

This project for reclaiming/preserving idle farm land led mainly
by ruralites Is now In Its second year, with the following
challenges newly emerging:

« Creation ofuniqueideas only poxable
by youth

o RO lig scools students 1) Drop in number of participants providing labor
rban mersity students ¥ o ’.‘ \ £ 2) Need to eliminate anxiety of neighboring farmers
&E ‘ Hé 3) Need to capture new fans

ﬂ *“h‘ vl

Rural farmers ruralites e Hypothesis (model for rebuilding connections)
Eﬂ,mﬂ ade iz o besble ol - e to crate produce wih enotionl Presentation of model for rebuilding connections with an

« Work carried out togeter it neghborng “ible to give ont slf-made produce a emphasis on face-to-face communication.

 Cainmierstandingof activibes pﬁ:hﬁuﬂiﬁmﬁ Creation of mechanism that enables linked collaboration between

e the communie | et monietee il mdeperince | @ relationships and connections of participants.
B Activities i i

| (1) Held symposium to consider

approaches to rural revitalization
=9 through agriculture and energy
MRS TR (2) Joint product development with
gl ¢ local high school students
(3) Provided opportunities for
urbanites and pro bono human
resources to visit the community
(4) Enhanced collaboration with
local governments
" (5) Product sales
~ (6) Improvement In farming
methods
(7) Systemization of management
methods based on practice

.= Outcomes / Future Activities

B Build a relationship rebuilding model through “relationships with visible faces”™
M Create a space for interpersonal interaction that leads to sustainable activities

Outcomes : ; : .
B Introduce and systemize practical program management methods that take regional characteristics
Into consideration

CUture B Create an environment and nurture human resources to enable the sustainable rebirth and

Activities  CONServation of abandoned farmlands

B Revolutionize abandoned farmlands as self-sufficient lands that provide food and energy




