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Building a New Active Network of Rural Regeneration Initiatives
By Waseda University Student Organizations

Osamu Soda (Faculty of Social Sciences, Waseda University)
Waseda Student Regional Initiative Network (WASERIK)

Back round and
ODbjectives

Waseda University has some active student
organizations that visit and learn in and from
rural areas. They have a similar purpose, but
each of them are independent, and networking
was insufficient. Therefore, by building a new
hub-organization to learn knowledge each
other, to conduct research activities, to share
the know-how, and to propose a new effective
model of student participated community
regeneration in remote rural areas.

Feature Cycle of “Practice” and “Theory”

Formation of network (univ
Mutual learnir

From Experience
Knq
Integration,

Cycle fusion

Awareness of problems/Self-awareness of mission
Experience =Site of practice for knowledge

Spread of regional creation model to various regions and
universities

Contents of Activities

@ Mutual visiting programs
*By opening a “bureau” for
member and all students in level
Waseda, we create a gateway to
the rural areas.

+ Visiting to the some rural areas
in which member organizations
engage, and share the various
know-how.

involved in the local
community in other

‘Women’s University.

Results/Challenges

® student collaboration that
goes beyond the university

+ Collaborated with students

universities apart from Waseda
University, including the
University of To<yo, Hosei
R, 7 University, and Japan

Implementation
IO§ys tem

The participating organizations are
the four organizations shown below.

* Igube Oguni (Oguni, Yamagata Prefecture)

*REC/Environment Rodorigues
(Sado, Niigata Prefecture)

+ Shii no Mori no Kai
(Tanohata Village, lwate
Prefecture)

+ Matsudai Waseda Jonnobi Club
(Matsudai, Tokamachi, Niigata
Prefecture)

Formation of a
network
between the
student
beyond a
university

@ Linking local communities
with students

- In response to requests from
Isumi City, Chiba Prefecture,
which had been receiving

@ Holding a symposium
+We organize symposiums
and publicize the regional
activities of students. At the

same time, we also work to
clarify the roles of students students, students who could

and universities in the take on the liaison role for this
regions. organization were recruited.

W Through the implementation of a local exchange program, we succeeded in building a framework

for expanding learning among a diverse group of students.

B Through the symposium, we looked back at students’ experiences, and gained an understanding of
the need for a framework that leads on to the next goal.

W There is a need for students to participate in student-initiated activities.
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